
  

 

 

 Third Haven Friends Meeting 
 405 South Washington Street 

 Easton, Maryland 21601 

 (410) 822-0293 

 Info@thirdhaven.org 

 

 

           JANUARY 2013  NEWSLETTER  

 

 

Our doors say, "welcome;" do we? 

 

 

 

"For the Lord showed me that ... my words should be few and savoury, seasoned with grace ...." 

 George Fox, 1635 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting 

Meeting for Business 

Minutes for the 12th Month, 9, 2012 
 

1. Candace Shattuck, Clerk of Meeting, after a brief period of silence, gathered the meeting 

for worship with attention to business at 11:35AM. 

2. Attending:   Mark Beck, Molly Burgoyne, Cynthia Browne, Larny Claggett, Lorraine 

Claggett, Susan Claggett, Benita Cooper, Tom Corl, Mary Cotton, Deborah Cox, Patti 

Cruickshank-John, Debbie Danser, Ed Danser, Doreen Getsinger, Marsie Hawkinson, William 

Lane, Jr., Joyce Macijeski, Cynthia Quast, Dee Rein, Sumner Parker, Sarah Sayre, John 

Schreiner, Candace Shattuck, Robert Shattuck, Cathy Thompson, Norval Thompson, Sally 

Vermilye, Meredith Watters, Rob Wieland, John Winterbottom, Ralph Young, Frank Zeigler, 

and Joyce Zeigler. 

3. Minutes: The Meeting approved the minutes of meeting for business 11th Month. 

4. Query: The 12th Query on “Integrity and Simplicity” was read during meeting for 

worship.  In order to make sense of the combination of these two important values, one Friend 

commented “living a life of Integrity makes life simpler”.  

mailto:Info@thirdhaven.org


5. Overseers Committee Report:   Norval 

Thompson, Doreen Getsinger and Larissa 

Kitenko met with Catherine Cripps this past 

month as the clearness committee for requested 

membership to THFM.  Catherine grew up in 

Easton but lived for some time in Texas.  She has 

a master’s degree in psychology and actively 

practices in her home office.  She has been 

participating in First Day School for some time 

now.  The committee enjoyed their meeting with 

Catherine and wholeheartedly recommends her 

for membership.  A welcoming committee   

New member Catherine Cripps                      composed of John Schreiner (convener), Candace 

Shattuck and Cathy Thompson will be meeting with Catherine soon. 

6. Worship & Ministry Committee Annual Report:  (below) Meeting approved this report 

with many thanks for this dynamic committee’s activities through the year.  In addition to the 

below report, the committee discussed several issues.  The Christmas service this year will be 

held on Christmas Eve, December 24th at 4PM.  It will be a half-hour service.  The committee 

has discussed the arrangement of benches and the need for carpet in the Brick Meeting House.  

W&M feels that the bench arrangement at this time is a good one, reflecting equality among 

attenders and the ability for people to see each other’s faces more easily.  The issue of carpets 

has been discussed often.  Although the acoustics in the Brick Meeting House are not quite as 

clear without rugs or carpets, the newly refurbished floors are quite beautiful and the air is much 

cleaner.  There is a sense of general unity that the floors should not be covered at this time.  

Property & Grounds committee will be discussing the attributes of acoustical ceiling paints and 

/or experimenting with area rugs in the future so that an open mind can be kept in the future for 

changes to these arrangements. 

7. Nomination Committee Final Report:  With only minor revisions, the committee’s report 

was approved by the Meeting.  This entire report has been posted on the website and includes the 

revisions made during this meeting for business.  This committee worked very hard over the past 

several months and did an excellent job.  The committee was thanked by Meeting.  The Clerk of 

Meeting will be appointing the last member of the committee in the near future. (see report 

below) 

8. Testimonies & Concerns Annual Report:  The complete report below was approved by 

the Meeting with thanks for all the social concerns work this committee does.  We particularly 

enjoyed that the report format was structured as queries making the work of this committee even 

more thoughtful.  The committee also reported on the list of recommendations for THFM annual 

contributions.  Their recommendation was to give the following charities $125 each: AFSC, 

FCNL, Friends Journal, Pendle Hill, Quaker EarthCare Witness, Neighborhood Service Center, 

TACL (Good Samaritan), TIS, PEACE, Migrant Ministries, and Habitat for Humanity.  As we 

discussed this list, some Friends felt that a bigger proportion of money should be allocated to our 

Quaker organizations that have been struggling this past year.  The list below was sent back to 

committee to work on a bit more and then present to Meeting at a future meeting for business.  

The committee also reported on the contributions from the Shoffner International Fund.  The 

charities were picked by T&C along with First Day School.  The $1,000 donated this year 

included $500 from the Shoffner fund and $500 from a private source.  Two hundred dollars 



each was donated to AfriCare, Doctors Without Borders, The Clinton Initiative, World Vision, 

and Heifer International. The children were careful in choosing these foundations and wanted to 

cover the issues of food, education and safety.  A Friend suggested that T&C write a blurb about 

each charity in the newsletter so we can all learn what they do. 

 

9. Discussion on Incorporation and Insurance Status:  Below is the full explanation 

regarding our corporate structure and the way our insurance coverage is handled.  The need to 

clarify this structure came about after some questions were raised regarding how to handle 

donations of stocks to the Meeting.  In brief summary, the Trustees hold the deed to the property 

and grounds.  The Trustees are incorporated separately from THFM as a nonprofit with their own 

bylaws.  THFM is legally incorporated as a subordinate of PYM.  The Trustees pay insurance 

premiums to protect the property and grounds and the Meeting from liability. The Treasurer 

keeps the full details of these structures.  This report was approved.  

 

10. Effect of the passage of Maryland Civil Marriage Protection Act:  The effect of the 

passage of Maryland’s Question 6 on THFM’s minutes regarding same sex unions was raised at 

last month’s meeting for business.   The issue was brought forward to this month’s meeting for a 

more complete review of our actions to date and further discussion. In brief summary, our 

history follows that in 2005, after lengthy deliberations, our Meeting approved the "Paul minute" 

allowing recognition of same-sex spiritual unions by those in the Meeting who chose to support 

said unions.  In 2009, after the subject was raised again in the context of the query on equality, a 

minute was approved bringing same-gender spiritual unions under the care of the Meeting. Both 

complete minutes are included below.  A thoughtful discussion then took place with many 

Friends weighing in on what this issue meant to them.  Many said that Quakers should be proud 

of the stand we have been willing to take on important social justice issues and we should 

continue to stand firm in our support of individual rights and freedoms.  A Friend said he would 

personally be unable to sign a marriage document for same gender unions under the care of the 

Meeting but many others shared their support of same gender marriages.  There was much 

support for consideration to revise our 2009 minute on Same Sex Union to include the broader 

language of marriage and to show our support of ceremonies as true marriages.  Dee Rein, 

Doreen Getsinger and Mary Cotton volunteered to work on a revision of our 2009 minute and 

bring this to our next meeting for business. 

11. New Business:  The Treasurer reported that the caretaker’s health insurance has been 

paid.  The amount paid for insurance this year will be less than budgeted due to the fact the 

coverage was begun later in the year.  One Friend expressed concern regarding the writing from 

the Quaker Institute for Future entitled “Earth Care Economics” and desires a group to work on a 

broader response to this topic from THFM.  The Clerk requested that those interested in this 

please talk to Rob Wieland and this group can meet with T&C at their next committee meeting to 

discuss this further.   

Meeting for business was adjourned at 1:25PM 

Respectfully submitted, Molly Burgoyne 

IMPORTANT POINTS: 

• Catherine Cripps approved for membership 

• W&M Annual Report approved 

• Nominating Committee Final Report approved 

• T&C Annual Report approved 



• THFM annual contributions to be studied further 

• Insurance and Corporate Structure Report approved 

• Committee assigned task of revision of 2010 Same Sex Union Minute 

 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting Worship and Ministry Committee 2012 Annual 

Report 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Worship and Ministry Committee was approved at the 10.3.11 meeting for 

business. The (abbreviated) purpose is:  

Meeting for Worship: The Worship and Ministry Committee cares for the meeting for worship.  

Spiritual Nurture: The Committee nurtures and supports the Spiritual life of the meeting, and the 

Spiritual journeys members and attenders.  

Adult Religious Education: The Worship and Ministry Committee provides opportunities for the 

Meeting community to learn about our Faith and Practice, the Religious Society of Friends, and 

Quaker and other Spiritual practices. The Committee offers and supports teaching and learning 

opportunities to support the meeting for worship, and the Spiritual journeys of members and 

attenders. 

 

Worship and Ministry Committee  

The members of the Worship and Ministry Committee (WMC) for 2012 are – Luisa Adelfio, 

Mark Beck, Gwen Beegle, Tom Corl, Connie Lewis, Katherine Johnson, Mike Pullen, Rob 

Wieland and John Winterbottom. Tom Corl clerked the Committee. The WMC met monthly 

except for 6th and 8th months. Meetings opened and closed with silent worship. Meetings often 

began with a reading and discussion. Members attended Committee meetings regularly and 

actively supported many WMC activities.  

 

Meeting for Worship  

The WMC provides greeters before the meeting for worship to welcome members, attenders and 

visitors. Greeters offer various pamphlets and brochures to visitors and those new to the Third 

Haven and the Quaker meeting for worship. Members of the WMC read the 12 Queries on the 

First Day of meeting for business, and the 4 Advices in meeting for worship during the year. The 

attendance at meeting for worship varies from week to week and month to month. Based on 

regular counts by Robert Shattuck, attendance averages around 75-85, including children who go 

out for First Day School. The number of children varies a great deal. In the summer months, 

attendance is often less, around 50 some First Days. In 2012, meeting for worship occasionally 

had attendance of around 100. The 4th Day meeting for worship usually attracts 4-5. The 

Meeting is growing in attendance at meeting for worship. The meeting for worship is vital and 

meaningful for members, attenders and visitors. 

 

All the members of the WMC attend the meeting for worship as regularly as possible, listen, 

experience and appreciate the meeting for worship, silence and vocal ministry. The WMC 

considers and discusses the meeting for worship and vocal ministry at each WMC meeting. 

When the meeting for worship is not gathered or when the vocal ministry seems inappropriate, 

the Committee discerns the matter very carefully and makes appropriate response.  



The WMC finds the Third Haven meeting for worship consistently spiritual, rich and nourishing. 

The Meeting attracts many visitors each year. Membership continues to grow. Newcomers 

frequently acknowledge the value and importance of the meeting for worship in attracting them 

and leading them into participation in Third Haven Friends Meeting. The Third Haven meeting 

for worship and participation in it are blessings, appreciated by members, attenders and visitors. 

The Third Haven meeting for worship is a great gift from each of us to all of us. The Committee 

seeks to nurture and sustain this blessed meeting for worship.  

 

Worship and Ministry Activities  

The WMC offered a variety of adult religious education opportunities and activities in 2012:  

Essence of Faith and Practice  

The WMC organized and offered 4 sessions at the rise of meeting for worship based on the 

“Essence of our Faith and Practice,” approved by the meeting for business on 4.11.10. Tom Corl 

planned and organized the 4 sessions: That of God – Tom Corl, about 25 attended; 

           Silent Worship – Luisa Adelfio and Tom Corl, 8 attended; 

           Testimonies – Gwen Beegle, Cynthia Browne and Lorraine B Claggett, 14 attended; and 

          Community – Candace Shattuck and Dee Rein, 18 attended. 

Though attendance was uneven, the presentations were very thoughtful and well done. The 

participants were engaged, the sessions most useful and participants grateful. The Committee 

may plan and offer like sessions in 2013.  

 

Meditation Sessions 

Mark Beck facilitated and led 4 meditations sessions at 5:00 pm on 6th day (Friday) every two 

weeks beginning on 9.21. Sessions lasted an 90 minutes each. These were open to the wider local 

community:  

                Introduction and overview to meditation practice – Mark Beck  

                Jewish and Muslim Meditation Practice – Bob Hyman and Abul Siddiqui  

                Buddhist and Hindu-Jain Meditation Practice – Larissa Kitenko, Catherine Cripps, 

Swan, and       Mark Beck     

               Christian meditation practice – Mark Beck, Tom Corl and Mike Pullen.  

The sessions averaged 10 participants. These sessions were well presented and much 

appreciated. These sessions offered instruction about and support for meditation practice. 

Participants indicated on evaluation forms and by word, that these sessions were very 

informative and valuable. The 4 Power Point presentations are available upon request from Mark 

Beck. If there is sufficient interest the 4-part series may be repeated in the future. 

 

Silent Retreats 

Katherine Johnson and Candace Shattuck continued to offer quarterly Inward Bound silent 

retreats at Third Haven. Quiet Days, called Inward Bound, provide the opportunity for weekday 

retreats away from the busy-ness of everyday life. These silent retreats are for listening for the 

Light within, reflection, reading, and enjoying the grounds of Third Haven. There is a silent 

shared potluck lunch and worship sharing to close the day. These were offered on 3.21, 6.20, 

9.19 and 12.12. They plan to continue these in 2013.  

 

 

 



Course in Miracles 

The Course in Miracles is a self-study curriculum, consisting of the metaphysical framework, a 

workbook with 365 daily lessons for a 1-year study period, and a manual for teachers in question 

and answer format. The curriculum, gently teaches us how to change our mind and undo the 

misperceptions of the ego through forgiveness, and healing our perceptions of separation from 

God and from each other. Mike Pullen continued to lead the Course in Miracles, in weekly 

meetings most of the year with 4-5 regular participants. Mike introduced the course at the rise of 

meeting for worship on 3.18. The group finished the 31 chapters and after a break resumed, 

starting again at the beginning. This course will continue in 2013.  

 

Sharing Spiritual Journeys 

Mark Beck organized the presentations by Third Haven Friends, at the rise of meeting for 

worship, on their spiritual journeys or what it means to be a Quaker. In 2012, the presentations 

were – Lorraine B Claggett on 4.22, Ralph Young on 5.20 and Sam Mullen on 6.17. These were 

very well received. The Committee plans to continue these in 2013.  

 

Other Activities 

The Committee sponsored a Spiritual Formation reunion on 3.17, hosted by Mark Beck. The 

Spiritual Formation reunion offered an opportunity for participants to gather to review their 

spiritual journeys and to support one another in deepening and growing in the Light. This 

reunion brought closure to the year-long Spiritual Formation program offered in 2011. Some 

Spiritual Formation small groups continued to meet in 2012.  

 

The Committee did not sponsor book discussions in 2012, due to the variety of other activities, 

but may resume book discussions in 2013. 

 

The WMC considered offering another Spiritual Formation program and a more intensive 

course, like Quakerism 101. The WMC found brief programs offered over a few weeks at the 

rise of meeting for worship seem to attract more interest and participation. It seems that 

programs that are longer (60-120 minutes) and last for several weeks, attract sufficient 

commitment only every 3-4 years.  

Tom speaks for Worship and Ministry 

 

Committee welcomes suggestions and 

advice on 2013 WMC religious education 

programs. 

Conclusion  

Third Haven Friends Meeting has a long 

tradition of Spirit-led practice in its 

Worship and Ministry Committee, caring 

for the meeting for worship and the 

Spiritual journeys of members and 

attenders. The Committee encourages all 

members and attenders to come to 

meeting for worship as often as possible, 

with heart and mind prepared. Friends  



should participate in and support the meeting for worship, in expectant silence or with vocal 

ministry, as moved by the Spirit. Third Haven is blessed with a deep, rich and nurturing meeting 

for worship, and a vital and growing Meeting community. The Worship and Ministry Committee 

is grateful for the opportunity to nurture and support the meeting for worship and the Spiritual 

life of the Third Haven Friends Meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Tom Corl, Clerk, Worship and Ministry Committee, Third Haven Friends 

Meeting 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting Nominating  Committee 2012 Annual Report 
The Nominating Committee, composed of Dee Rein as clerk, Susan Claggett, Norval Thompson 

and Michael Pullen, is tasked with facilitating the formation of committees and fulfillment of 

positions necessary for the functioning of Third Haven Friends Meeting. This process is executed 

with prayerful consideration of each individual’s talents throughout the months of work. We 

began in September soliciting from each member and attender his or her past experience, desires 

for 2013 and any comments they chose to share by e-mail and in print. In October the committee 

canvased members and attenders from whom we had not heard or who might serve as clerks of 

committees for the coming year. The resulting Draft presents the November Meeting for 

Worship for the purpose of doing Business with proposed officers, liaisons and representatives 

and committee clerks and members for the 2013 calendar year. Final approval will occur at the 

December Meeting for Business.  The Nominating Committee continues to function as needed 

throughout the year should vacancies occur. We thank all those willing to share their talents in 

the service of the meeting. A full list of 2013committees may be found at our website, 

http://www.thirdhaven.org or may be had in print by calling a committee member. 

 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting Testimonies and Concerns 2012 Annual Report  
 

Quaker concerns are deeply rooted, inherited truths of past generations. Testimonies are our 

witness to these truths as we, in community, perceive them to be in this present time. With the 

measure of the Light that is granted us, your committee has undertaken work in some, certainly 

not all that we would wish, witness to the needs in the world. This report takes the form of 

responses to queries posed in Faith and Practice.  It is notable that this year our involvement in 

interfaith work and attention to worldwide connections have greatly increased, taking up a good 

portion of our activity. 

 

 

How do we work to overcome social, legal, economic and political injustice in our community 

and the wider world?  

Two Faith in Action programs with simple food presented conditions in Columbia by Aguayuda 

and undocumented workers in the United States by the Multicultural Center in Easton. 

  Clean water projects in Columbia have been: underwriting a water delivery truck to Cachaca II 

for the second year and supplying a family with a home water filter, the 

 Multicultural Center and local migrant worker camps receive volunteers and donations. 

The Shoffner International Education Fund will make connections that sponsor needs in the 

wider world. We have collaborated with First Day School youth to develop areas of need around 



the world where funds may be used. The youth have reported  four organizations which they 

want to support. 

Quaker meeting responses to the Occupy movement, including a letter from Wicomico Meeting, 

were discussed and circulated with a request that the meeting add its support. This was not 

approved in meeting for business. 

 

How do we serve the community through action on concerns for civic improvement? 

The meeting continues to be active in the following meeting and interfaith activities: Marilla’s 

lunches, the Talbot Interfaith Shelter, food and clothing donations to the Neighborhood Service 

Center, lunches to Ridgeway House, a mission to the migrant workers in Caroline County, a 

lending library in the Talbot detention center, volunteers at the Multicultural Center after school 

program 

 

How do we act to advance peace, to oppose violence, and to support the constructive use of 

authority in our community, nation and the world? 

Our connection to P.E.A.C.E. has been reinvigorated. We have taken part in the yearly 

Multicultural Festival and the annual Christmas parade with messages of peace, and with 

presences at the weekly peace vigil at the Courthouse and the World Day of Peace recognition. 

We support Easton’s mayor as a Mayor for Peace. 

The Meeting makes token monetary donations to Quaker organizations and to a few local ones at 

the committee’s recommendation. No recommendations for donations have come from the 

meeting during this part of the fiscal year. Last year the following were recommended by 

committee: AFSC, FCNL, Friends General Conference, Friends Journal, Pendle Hill, Quaker 

Earthcare Witness, Neighborhood Service Center, Good Samaritan Fund of TACL, PEACE, 

Talbot Interfaith Shelter, Migrant Ministry. 

The Meeting established and the committee has oversight of the Shoffner International Education 

fund to promote peace in the world.  

The HIPP (offshoot of AVP) program, which we hoped to establish at Easton High School, was 

not implemented and the funds not spent were used for the water truck for Aguayuda. 

We support Friends Committee on National Legislation with two members attending the annual 

lobby day and advocacy at Senator Milkulski ‘s and Representative Harris’ offices. 

 

Lorraine Claggett, Clerk, Gwen Beegle, Cindy Browne, Susan Claggett, Susan Dabney, Leigh 

Anne Dodge, Connie Pullen, Sarah Sayre, Nancy Wohlsen, Helen Womack, Ralph Young 

 

 

Report on the Third Haven Legal Status and Insurance 
Approved at the 12.9.12 meeting for business  

 

Introduction 

Over the last few months it seemed that some among the Meeting members and attenders, and 

the Meeting officers were not entirely clear on the legal status and incorporation of the Meeting, 

and the related insurance coverage for: 

1. Property and grounds (property) owned and under the care of The Trustees of Third 

Haven Friends Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends – the “Trustees”; and 



2. Third Haven Friends Meeting – the “Meeting”, the monthly meeting in Philadelphia 

Yearly Meeting, PYM.  

It is helpful to understand Third Haven as a general term of reference and description, and to 

recognize 2 different legal entities – 1) the Trustees and 2) the Meeting. 

 At the 11th month meeting for business, the Assistant Clerk raised a concern about his lack of 

clearness on these matters. He offered and was asked to look into these matters and report back 

to 12th month meeting for business.  

Findings  

1. Property – Since 5th month 6th, 1949, the Trustees have held the deed and title to the 

Third Haven property. Thus, the Third Haven property and grounds are owned by the Trustees, 

not the Meeting or PYM. The intention of this arrangement is to protect and preserve the Third 

Haven property and grounds in perpetuity, no matter what may happen to the Meeting or PYM.   

 

2. Legal Status – The Trustees was legally incorporated, separately from the Meeting, on 

12th month 7th, 1947. The Trustees corporation is governed by a self-perpetuating Board. At 

present, the Trustees invite the Meeting to nominate Trustees for vacancies that occur. The 

establishment of Third Haven Friends Meeting antedates the incorporation laws of the State of 

Maryland. The Meeting is now legally incorporated as a “subordinate” legal entity under PYM. 

The Meeting enjoys “tax exempt status,” as a 501 (c) (3) a not-for-profit, per an Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) ruling.  

¶ The Meeting PYM “taxpayer identification number” is 23-1352146.  

¶ The “GEN number” is 9125.  

¶ The “name of the organization” is Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society 

of Friends. 

¶ The “EIN number” for Third Haven Friends Monthly Meeting is 52-0689918.   

This information was provided by Cliessa Nagle, Controller and Human Resources Coordinator 

at PYM, CNagle@pym.org    215-241-7214. 

 

3. Insurance – The property and grounds, the Meeting and its activities are insured under a 

comprehensive insurance policy provided through PYM. The overall PYM insurance policy 

covers monthly meetings in PYM. The policy covers the Third Haven property, liability, the 

operations and activities of the Meeting, Meeting officers, First Day School and other aspects of 

the property and the Meeting. According to PYM, Trustees and an insurance advisor, this is an 

excellent insurance policy. The Trustees maintain the certificate of insurance for both the 

property and the Meeting. At least since 11th month 2003, the Trustees have paid the premiums 

on the PYM insurance for the property and the Meeting. PYM has the insurance reviewed 

annually by a qualified independent agent. The Trustees review the insurance policy 

independently from time to time. The point of contact for the insurance is Bob Register, Univest 

Insurance, 610-692-0223, register@univest.net . Cliessa Nagle, and Trustees Marsie Hawkinson, 

Allan Mielke and Bill Lane provided this information.  

 

All these are in the good order used among Third Haven Friends, though perhaps not so widely 

and clearly understood among all of us at Third Haven Friends Meeting.  
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Recommendation  

For better clearness on property, legal status and insurance matters, more widely shared in the 

Meeting community, the Assistant Clerk requests that this report be approved by and included in 

the minutes of the 12th month 2012 meeting for business. Further, the Assistant Clerk will 

transmit this report and the following items by email: 

¶ Tax Exempt Status of Third Haven Friends Monthly Meeting, 11.16.2012 

¶ Internal Revenue Service ruling on PYM tax status, 3.28,1973 

¶ Certificate of Insurance, 1.1.2102-1.1.2013  

To:  

¶ Clerk of Trustees, Marsie Hawkinson 

¶ Clerk of the Meeting, Candace Shattuck 

¶ Treasurer of the Meeting in 2012, Robert Wieland 

¶ Incoming Treasurer of the Meeting for 2013, Cynthia Quast   

¶ With copies to Allan Mielke and Bill Lane.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  Tom Corl, Assistant Clerk, Third Haven Friends Meeting  

 

“Paul Minute” approved by THFM 3rd Month 2005 

Third Haven Friends Meeting will accept requests from two persons of the same gender, who are 

members or regular attenders, to celebrate a ceremony of commitment to each other, to be 

followed by the clearness process, as set forth in Faith and Practice. Members and attenders of 

the Meeting, may, if they wish to do so, take the commitment of the parties under their personal 

and collective care. 

 

Same-Sex Union Minute approved by THFM 12th Month,2009 

Third Haven Friends Meeting reaffirms its belief in, and support of, the spiritual bond and 

commitment established by a loving couple in the presence of God, family, friends, and the 

Meeting. Consistent with our testimonies, Third Haven Friends Meeting gives the same 

consideration to all written requests for ceremonies of commitment for a spiritual union under 

the care of the Meeting. These requests, to be under our care, may come only from meeting 

members and those closely related to them or from Attenders who have become part of our faith 

community. 

 

 

 

 

Announcements are available on line at http://www.thirdhaven.org/announcements.php 
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Christmas Decorations 
There is a beautifully shaped Norwegian Pine at 

the edge of the 

cemetery which the FDS children decorated with 

edible ornaments for 

the birds.  On 12/9/12, Jen led us in threading  

cranberries on wire 

to form tiny wreaths and candy canes, roll pine 

cones in peanut butter 

and bird seed and fill scooped out orange halves 

to made seed cups.The 

children walked to the tree and hung their bird 

treats with interest 

and enthusiasm. One child said the tree smelled 

good another said the 

needles are sharp, watch out. We quietly admired 

our efforts and 

seemed a bit more aware of our connection. 

 

Catherine Cripps 

 

 

 

 

Talbot Interfaith Shelter (TIS)  

 

The Shelter began its fifth season on December Second As a cold-weather shelter, TIS is open 

from December through March and rotates among several host sites in the faith community. 

Guests are provided a hot meal at night, sleeping accommodations, breakfast, and a bag lunch. 

They are also driven to the YMCA for showers. 

Laundry is also washed during their stay. Third 

Haven will host five guests from January 27th 

to February 3rd. Volunteers are still needed for 

the following positions: Dinner 

Preparer,Evening Supervisor, Overnight 

Supervisor, and Transportation Provider. 

Volunteers only have to sign up for one of 

seven nights but you can choose to do multiple 

evenings. Sign-up Sheets, Job Descriptions, and 

other written material are in the Community 

Room. Third Haven has always done a great 

job as host, so we need your assistance.For 

more information call Lorraine Claggett at 410-

Frank Ryan prepares sign up sheets                 822-0669 or Frank Ryan at 410-924-7697. 



A Rich Life at Third Haven  

 

      
Allan Mielke opens his art exhibit at Molly and Earl celebrate their marriage by 

Church Street Gallery   delivering Marilla’s lunches 

 

Christmas Activities:  song    dove creation 

      



 

 

 

The First Day School Christmas presentation: 

         
 

 

 

             
 

Habitat volunteer Winslow gets his golden hard hat and angel wings, bursting into angelic 

song! 

 

 

 

 



        
Christmas wreaths and dove creation 

 

For the First Night parade 

 

        


