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                                                                               June, 2024 Newsletter 
 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

12th Day 5th Month 2024 

 

Opening Silent Worship  Clerk Tom Corl opened with silent worship at 11:55 a.m.  

 

Attending: (hybrid) Molly Brian, Mia Brown-Echerd, Larny Claggett, Lorraine Claggett, Susan 

Claggett, Tom Corl, Stephanie French, Marsie Hawkinson, Sandra Herbert, Katherine Johnson, 

Bill Lane Jr., Marie Leonard, Beverley Martin, Steven Meixner, Marian Murphy, Clinton Pettus, 

Terry-Thomas Primer, Dee Rein, Nancy Robbins, Bill Schauer, John Schreiner, Priscilla Sener, 

Nancy Stanford, Sam Steffens, Paige Tilghman, Ben Tilghman, John Turner, Jonathan Williams, 

Winslow Womack, Mary Yancey 

 

Comments on Fifth Query (read at Meeting for Worship) 

Query about education is about formal education. However, we are all teachers all the time. 

Whatever we do or say is witnessed by others. We teach others who we are and what behavior 

means. Would this idea change how we treat each other? Thinking of ourselves as teachers 

carries more responsibility than our regular old self. Teachers are careful what they teach. 

 

Approval of minutes from 4/14/24- Approved 

 

Clerk’s Desk 

Worship and ministry asks should we  read queries only on first day of Meeting 

for Worship with Attention to Business or read some or all of them other first 

days? 

Discussion: 

We can read them at home too. 

We may need to hear them more often. Testimonies and Concerns sponsors a 

monthly chance to discuss the queries.  

At Meeting for Worship in April people were inspired by hearing queries, moved to speak, and 

appreciative. 

The 6 questions with each query are a lot to consider and might be better split and read more 

frequently. The query to the individual focus is important. 
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July and August months lack meeting for business, so let’s read the 7th and 8th queries then. 

Sense of meeting- reading divided queries more often would be a good experiment. Worship and 

Ministry can make this decision. 

 

Transfer of membership letter has been received for Matthew Gray. Welcoming committee: 

Molly, convene, Marie, Nancy, Susan 

 

Consideration: Minute Re: Israel-Hamas War in Palestine Molly Brian  

Approved as titled 
This minute was approved by Baltimore Yearly Meeting on 04/20/2024  
  
As Quakers we believe in the sacred worth of each person and our historic 

Peace Testimony prompts us to stand against violence in all its forms. We grieve 

for the loss of each life, and with those in Israel and Palestine who are losing 

loved ones. We pray with those waiting for the return of loved ones and those 

living under siege and bombardment.  

We join with many millions across the world to call for an immediate ceasefire and 

humanitarian access, an end to the catastrophic bombing of civilian Gaza, and action to 

create the conditions for a lasting peace.  

Military action will not bring peace. History shows us that retaliatory violence is a failure 

(witness the wars of retribution in Iraq and Afghanistan).  Violence only begets more 

violence. There are no winners and people are dying as a preventable humanitarian crisis 

deepens.   

The many faith traditions represented in the region share a religious obligation to feed the 

hungry, care for the sick and wounded, and protect the most vulnerable from violence. 

We urge the combatants, our government, and the entire international community 

to respect the 4th Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilians in War. 

We also call on all of us – from national and international leaders to religious bodies, 

media and people in their communities whether impacted or removed from this war -- to 

firmly disavow dehumanizing anti-Palestinian and anti-Semitic rhetoric and approaches 

that deepen painful divisions and politicize the current crisis.  Our conviction that peace 

will prevail on earth, as the scriptures of the great religions of the world have promised, 

requires this of each of us, for humanity to regain its footing amid such incredible 

violence and suffering. This is a time for strong moral resolve, spiritual fortitude, and 

immediate action. 

Discussion: 

Various names for the minute were discussed, resulting in the title above. This speaks to 

our Quaker Testimonies and the entire Meeting. Friends supported the minute. The 



 

 

minute is designed to address all of history and the wrongs that have occurred. This is an 

evolving situation. Most poignantly effected are the Palestinian and Israeli people, 

heaviest on most of our hearts. Hence including in the title “in Palestine.” A member 

remembered how land was taken from Palestine to create Israel and it was debated at 

Guilford College, noting this decision was trouble from the beginning.  

The Meeting was in unity on the minute and referred it to Testimonies and Concerns 

for future changes as well as for posting on our website, T&C and Meeting Co-clerks will 

decide on publication in news sources. 

 

Budget & Finance: Presentation of Proposed Budget for FY 2021-22 – Bill 

Lane 

Copies of the 5 pages of budget documents were available to those present in 

the Brick Meeting House. The first three pages are the proposed budget for 

Fiscal Year 2024-2025, which runs from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025. The 

budgeted expense amounts are from information communicated to the 

treasurer by the various clerks. These  represent our first pass at next year’s 

budget. The last two pages of the five are income and expenses for the current 

fiscal year as of May 8 of this year.  

 

The printed first column on the first page represents projected income if the current rate of giving 

continues through the end of the fiscal year. It is meant to illustrate that at our current rate of 

giving, we would not be able to support our 24-25 expenses projected at $72,680. Historically, 

though,  As has happened in past years, we anticipate that Friends will increase their rate of 

giving at year end in order to balance the budget. 

 

The hand written column has the amounts of donations needed to balance the 24-25 budget. 

 

This year’s budget is $72,250; for all intents and purposes, identical to our proposed budget. 

Philosophically speaking, we are anticipating that next fiscal year is going to be very similar to 

our current year.  

 

Budgeting is an iterative process. The treasurer fully expects some people might have questions 

or wish to adjust expenses. Our plan is to submit a finalized proposed budget at Meeting for 

Business in June. Kindly let the treasurer know if you have any questions or need anything 

further. 

Discussion: 

Questions covered use of previous surplus, which was identified as minimal, as well as 

comparison to previous year’s budget. Copies of the proposal will be sent to all clerks and 

attached to announcements. Two budget approaches are to cut expenses or increase our income. 

Generosity of Friends has been appreciated.  

It was noted that nonresident Friends, who consider themselves members, often do not contribute 

financially and might be encouraged to do so. Approximately 45% of all members do not 

contribute. While we are behind on member contributions to meet the budget, Friends usually 

make contributions in May-June that close the gap.  

 

 



 

 

Trustees of Third Haven Monthly Meeting of Society of Friends, Inc. 

Annual Report- Priscilla Sener, President, Trustees of Third Haven Monthly 

Meeting of the Society of Friends Incorporated 

Seventy-six years ago, the members of our meeting incorporated a new entity 

called The Trustees of Third Haven Monthly Meeting of the Society of 

Friends, Incorporated. Our monthly meeting subsequently deeded the real 

property of Third Haven to the new nonprofit corporation in November, 1949.  

One factor that influenced their decision was the possibility that the monthly 

meeting might have to be “laid down,” in which case our meetinghouses and burial grounds 

would be transferred to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Third Haven members considered local 

ownership and stewardship essential to the continued survival of these historically significant 

treasures. 

 

Current Trustees are Larny Claggett, Marsie Hawkinson, Bill Lane, Marie Leonard, Allan 

Mielke, Dee Rein, and Priscilla Sener 

 

Funding for the Trustees has come from donations, legacy gifts and from the growth of 

investments which could be characterized as an endowment. The Trustees support capital 

projects, large and small. In the 1980s, construction of the Common Room was partially funded 

by the Trustees, and in the 1990s Trustees supported a major restoration of the Old Meeting 

House with nearly $450,000 of trustee funds.  

 

A survey of Third Haven records shows the need for major repairs recurs on average every thirty 

years, beginning in 1698.  Current preservation work on the Old Meeting House is designed to 

break that trend and to last fifty to sixty years. Under Bill Lane’s leadership, the current round 

has employed experts in 17th and 18th century frame buildings. Best available technologies used 

include laser scans, dendrochronology, continuous digital moisture readings, and dynamic 

computer graphics. In addition to stabilizing the building, work product includes a detailed 

maintenance plan and record of the building including new discoveries of historic significance.  

 

To date, the Trustees have spent $185,000 on the current restoration and repair project, with an 

estimated $90,000-$100,000 still needed. Unforeseen sill rot has increased costs. The building 

will be available for worship within the month with the understanding that certain exterior work 

continues.   

 

In 2024, the Trustees will also be involved with the Brick Meeting House accessibility work 

which is currently out for bids by the Planning Committee of the Monthly Meeting. Gifts are 

needed to fund these two critical capital projects. To quote past president Adrienne Rudge: 

 

“I urge all members and attenders to support the preservation work of the Trustees of 

Third Haven Monthly Meeting by making an outright gift or by designating a legacy gift 

in their estate plans.” 
 

This report is given for the information of the Meeting each year and requires no action. 

 



 

 

Planning Committee update, 5.12.24 M4B- Tom Corl 

•  The Planning Committee will meet on Wednesday 5.15 at noon in the CR and on Zoom. 

• Steve Meixner is carefully reviewing the final building drawings provided by John 

Milner Architects (JMA). 

• These drawings have been submitted to 4 local builders: Daffin, Harper, Harrington and 

Willow. Corey Striker, the estimator for Willow has visited the Meeting site 3 times. Ben 

and I met with him twice. On 1 occasion, he brought a custom door maker, a 

subcontractor. Willow is working on an estimate. We are waiting to hear from Daffin, 

Harper, and Harrington. 

• The tree survey is nearly completed. Many thanks to the tree survey team: Molly Brian, 

Sally Claggett, Susan Claggett, Amy Kimball, Priscilla Sener, and Mary Yancey, John 

Schreiner and Sam Steffens.  

   

Closing Silent Worship  12:50 p.m. 

D. Rein, Recording Clerk 

 

 

From the Guilford College Magazine, our member is honored:

 
 

 

 



 

 

First Day School Visits Composting Site 
Brody and I enjoyed a trip today to visit with Jonathan Williams who taught us all about 

composting. We got a tour of Easton's local community garden and compost site over by the 

Presbyterian Church. Brody brought some egg shells and banana peels and added them to the 

compost pile.  Jonathan added leaves and the bugs started to get to work. We learned about what 

materials can be composted and then used for gardening. We can save compost friendly items in 

a sealed container at home  and drop them off in the community room for composting. It was a 

great day to learn how to be better to our earth. Thanks Jonathan.  

Lisa Kleupfel 

 

Moving Up Day Celebrates Our Youth 
Eight children  attended Fist Day School etched grave stones and learned cat’s cradle games. 

They helped us celebrate our Moving Up ceremony where we recognized 3 graduates. They were 

Maeve Mufson and Shania Kelser both graduating from high school and Liam Ewing graduating 

from 8th grade. The Meeting heard messages from all the graduates; and the ceremony was 

followed by a lovely outdoor picnic. Many thanks to the hospitality committee and Clay for 

setting up the tables  and Lisa and Drew for supplying the hot dog cart. Yum!! 

 

 
 

        
 



 

 

        
 

Friends in Action 

 

      
              Clean up day volunteers                                         Jonathan leads us in song 

 

 

 

Friends Community School of Silver Spring Md. 8th grade 

class stopped for a brief visit May 31st. They enjoyed worship in 

the Old Meeting House and hearing about the history of that 

building and Third Haven then and now. Priscilla Sener, Tom 

Corl and Dee Rein hosted the guests. 



 

 

      
     
                Mary Yancey and other Friends visited Nanticoke Indian Heritage Day 

 

 

 


