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“…a care to live in the spirit of peace, and minister just cause of offence to none of my 

fellow creatures, hath from time to time livingly revived in my mind…” 

     John Woolman, 1769, Faith and Practice 1997, p.113 

 

 

 

Third Haven Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

13th Day, Fourth Month, 2025 

 

Opening Silent Worship Clerk Ben Tilghman called the meeting to silence at 11:42 a.m. 

 

   Attending: Molly Brian, Mia Brown-Echerd, Larny Claggett, Lorraine Claggett, Susan Claggett, 

Tom Corl, Angus Ford, Marsie Hawkinson, Bill Lane, Marie Leonard, Marian Murphy, Clinton 

Pettus, Kathryn Pettus,  Thom Price, Terry-Thomas Primer, Dee Rein, Nancy Robbins, Bill 

Schauer, John Schreiner, Priscilla Sener, Ben Tilghman, Paige Tilghman, Heidi Wetzel 

 

Comments on Fourth Query “Nurturing Our Community” 

None 

 

Approval of Minutes from March business meeting-Approved 

 

Clerk’s Desk- Ben Tilghman 

Newtown Friends Meeting has sent a letter requesting funds for meeting house 

renovation. It is posted in the Common Room. 

The all clerks meeting was successful and enthusiastic. Shorter follow up 

meetings may occur as availability of the clerks was diverse. Let the clerk know 

your thoughts, especially about the population of the Meeting, increase, decrease, 

good as is? 

 

 

 Treasurer’s Report – Bill Lane for Ben Tilghman/Cynthia Quast 

All our prayers are with Cynthia during this time or mourning. 
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We are a bit short on donations from members. The operating fund would appreciate your 

donations. 

Next fiscal year budget will be presented in May. Clerks should submit their desired budgets. 

June will bring acceptance of the resultant budget. 

Our renovation of the Old Meeting House is going along well. 

The building fund currently holds approximately $270K in cash. $48050 already has been spent. 

Estimated renovation for the Brick Meeting House is $323,000. 

 

Communications Committee Annual Report 2025  Dee Rein Accepted 

The communications committee is a task-oriented group. Our goal is to 

spread information among the Third Haven community and the 

geographical community. We are sorry to lose John Hawkinson and John 

Turner who were active participants. 

Hence, we accomplish the following tasks: 

Website -Tania “T” Harrison webmaster, Line by Line Web Design, 

professional web services 

Gmail - Dee Rein, Marie Leonard 

Directory- Marie Leonard, Tania “T” Harrison on the website 

Special graphic design projects and promotional materials- Marie Leonard, Leonardworks 

Design, professional graphic design services as needed 

Photography-Marian Murphy, contributors: Susan Claggett, Marsie Hawkinson, Kristen 

Hawkinson, Cherie Baron and other occasional volunteers from the Meeting 

Landline phone answering machine-Kathryn Pettus 

Announcements Monday and Friday and monthly newsletter production- Dee Rein 

Newsletter snail mailing and placement in meeting house or common room-Kathryn Pettus 

Tech support-Zoom for Meetings for Worship, Business and special events-Dee Rein, Stephanie 

French, Clinton Pettus, Jim Altman, Mary Yancey, Molly Brian. 

These efforts help our Meeting members stay connected and informed. 

Thanks were given by various members. 

 

Planning Committee Update-Tom Corl Accepted 

We are in the 3rd month of construction and progress on the 4 Phase 1 

Projects – 1) the ADA compliant ramp to the brick meetinghouse (BMH), 2) 

the external stairway to the 2nd floor of the BMH, 3) remodeling of the 2nd 

floor of the BMH for First Day School and other uses, including the updating 

of the 1st floor bathroom, and 4) tree succession planning.  

 The Planning Committee (PC) meets at least monthly with representatives 

of Harper and Son to review progress, discuss issues and make decisions. 

These are fully documented in PC minutes and Harper’s “Change Order 

Proposal Log” and “Site Meeting Minutes.”   

Ramp The site has been prepared. Some rhododendrons have been removed and the tree roots 

treated for protection. Next week there will be 1 more concrete pour, then the masons will begin 

brick work. 

Drainage has been an issue from the beginning. Milner Architects, Jonathan Ceci Landscape 

Architecture (JCLA), Matt Lane, our contractor Harper and Son, and others have collaborated to 

design and implement satisfactory solutions.    



Stairway  The crepe myrtle and old stairway have been removed. The landing is ready for brick 

work. The stairway fabricator has produced shop drawings, which are being reviewed for 

approval by Milner and their structural engineer. Fabrication of the stairway and galvanizing the 

parts will take ~4 weeks. The 2nd floor door opening is being prepared. A carpenter is working on 

the custom-made door. He will make the transoms over the side doors of the BMH. 

Remodeling the 2nd floor of the brick meetinghouse (BMH2) for First Day School (FDS) 

and other uses   The PC, Susan Claggett, FDS families and Steve Meixner have planned and 

designed improvements. These plans have been submitted to Harper for cost estimates. Plans 

include: new floor, sink, toilet, storage and painting in both the 1st and 2nd floor bathrooms; a 

clean-up sink and storage in the large classroom; a ductless split system (DSS) for heating and 

air conditioning; storage, benches and other furnishings for FDS; new carpeting; and an office 

and storage for Meeting clerks and committees. Harper is preparing an estimate for all this 

remodeling.  

Tree succession planning Our tree team measured, determined species, assessed condition and 

documented nearly all the trees of the property. A few trees, overrun by poison ivy, were difficult 

to access. This work was very comprehensive, thorough and detailed. Thanks to Mary Yancey, 

we now have a contract with JCLA to complete a professional tree succession plan. In general, 

we are following the outlines of the Master Plan. 

 The tree team met on 4.8 on Zoom with Jonathan Ceci and Heather Corcoran. They have 

taken all our tree data and information, and displayed it on a series of maps. The basis of these is 

the Lane Survey. We have less diversity of species than we thought. With a few exceptions, our 

trees are in good condition. The plan will recommend new trees and the removal of some.  

 The JCLA contract is paid by the Meeting Building Fund (BF), $5000 from the Trustees, 

and, thanks to Mary Yancey and Whitley Gray, a ~$9000 grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust 

(CBT).  

Other issues  

As work on these projects unfold, we encountered various problems and issues that need to be 

addressed: 

Insulation  There is little attic insulation. What we have is low value. The PC approved Harper 

removing the existing attic insulation and installing new insulation in attic, ceiling areas, and 

knee walls, with the necessary baffles, seals and barriers. The PC is considering insulating the 

crawl space pending a separate cost estimate and further discussion.  

Roof The BMH roof dates from 2006. The installation of gutters, absent soffits, should be done 

at the same time as installing a new roof. The current Harper cost estimate – to remove the 

existing asphalt roof shingles, install new 30-40-year asphalt roof shingles, install a ridge vent, 

and replace the shingles on the sides of the 2 dormers – would be $14,967. PC finds this cost 

reasonable. The PC approved the replacement of the BMH roof, with the installation of the 

gutters. 

Electrical service and lighting The electrical service to the BMH needs to be upgraded. This 

work is pending a permit from the Town of Easton. The Milner plans and permitting included 

specific fixtures adjacent to the BMH2 door and the side door at the landing. The PC is 

considering installing outdoor flood lights for the BMH back stairway and common room (CR) 

areas. The preferred option will be to add floodlights, with sensors at the north gable peak of the 

CR and 2 more flood lights at the SE and SW corners of the CR.  

Other 



▪ The shutters on back of BMH1 windows will be removed and painted. These will not be 

operational when the stairway is installed.  

▪ The sewer line has been replaced.  

▪ The new boiler pump has been ordered.  

▪ Gas line move has been completed.  

▪ The Hillis-Carnes (3rd party) inspections are occurring. There will be 2 more 

inspections, including the stairway installation.  

▪ The water line leak, broken flexible piping, in the BMH crawl space, has been addressed and 

resolved. 

▪ The drainage line from the boiler pit sump pump includes some (not appropriate flexible line) 

and some PVC. Harper will replace the flexible line with PVC.  

▪ There are problems with the operation of the boiler pit sump pump. Harper will work on 

these problems. The PC agreed that Harper should diagnosis these related problems and fix 

them. 

Financing As of 9.8.24, the Building Fund (BF) had a balance of about $430,000. At the 9.8 

meeting for business, the PC requested that the Meeting approve “financing of $323,400 from 

the BF, and authorization to proceed with construction and implementation of Phase 1 projects.” 

This was approved by the Meeting on 9.8.24. This sum, requested and approved, included an 

additional $20,000 to address drainage issues, $35,000 for remodeling BMH2, $20,000 for tree 

succession planning, and 10% contingency. The Trustees agreed to contribute $150,000 to these 

Phase 1 Projects. Subsequently, various expenses have been paid by the Treasurer from the BF, 

for permitting, additional work by Milner and engineers, Harper for construction work, 

inspections and related items. Nevertheless, we have adequate funds available in the BF at 

present. The PC has, on some items, decided to proceed, with some unexpected items and 

additional expenses.  

Thanks were given to the PC for keeping us informed and managing the process. 

 

Worship Sharing-Clinton Pettus 

As a follow-up to our worship-sharing session a few months ago, the Worship 

and Ministry Committee has been working to identify the next step in our effort 

to serve our worship community in the current geopolitical environment. We 

want to do this within the context of our roles and responsibilities as outlined in 

the Faith and Practice of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. That is, we always 

want to nurture the spiritual life of our meeting and the spiritual gifts of our 

members and attenders.  

During our discussions about what to recommend, a Friend suggested that we 

ask you what you would like to do, and that is what we are asking at this time. Some committee 

members would like me to share the ideas that we have discussed. However, I prefer not to do 

that as it is likely to influence and stifle your creative ideas. Within the available time today, 

please share any ideas you have, or you may send them to any or all members of the Worship 

and Ministry Committee before the first Wednesday of the Fifth Month. 

If your idea is not consistent with the roles and responsibilities of our committee, we can refer it 

to a standing committee that may be a better fit. If that does not work, we can work together to 

encourage our Meeting to establish an ad hoc or working group to carry out your idea if your 

objectives are clear and consistent with who we say we are and can be carried out in the manner 

of Friends.  



Ideas that were shared:  

Sheryl Southwick proposed an event using various arts as spiritual practice. 

Is another Worship Sharing session planned and for what topics/queries? 

What do we do with what comes from the Worship Sharing? Perhaps a second action part could 

be taken. 

Our existing committees could communicate their actions better among themselves and with 

Worship and Ministry to indicate collaborative actions to be taken following the first worship 

sharing.  

Worship and Ministry invites all to their meetings held the first Wednesday of the month using 

the Meeting’s Zoom link. 

 

New Business  

Testimonies and Concerns is following up on the last Worship and Ministry query. They have 

identified 5 community organizations to contact and support. See minutes from March Meeting 

for Worship with Attention to Business for the list. May 4th  will feature a presentation by 

Multicultural Center following hospitality. 

 

Camp is up and running. Flyers are available and can be found attached to 

announcements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Silent Worship 12:21 

D. Rein, Recording Clerk 

 

Spiritual Journey-Jonathan Williams 

 

On April 27 Jonathan Williams shared his spiritual journey 

with Friends in attendance. You may view this recording by 

using the link below. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ev_FQKA5gL6tdUoNnCrMNHomhudAk25zSwEVks_UnHL

BBhXOvi9gFaw18ZTQNeyJ.6YHFN2LjTSfppI47  

Passcode: r.Gi1M5! 
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Fayetteville N.C. Friends Minute of Intent to Protect  
As human beings we are all children of God and recognize that among us are many dear friends, 

family, neighbors, coworkers and others who are immigrants in this country or otherwise 

marginalized. Some of us have achieved citizenship, some have green cards, some have visas, 

some are in pending status or similar legal limbo, and others still lack official documentation. 

Often, this variety of circumstances exist within a family, and the resulting vulnerabilities can be 

very real, complex, and difficult.  

As faith communities inspired by a common sense of divine standards in goodness and 

compassion, we join in publicly stating our intent to peacefully yet determinedly defend the 

defenseless and vulnerable in their need. In all morally upright and ethically sound matters we 

will continue as faithful Americans to cooperate with our government and receive all government 

agents in goodwill; however, if a case arises of persecution, oppression, or forcible removal of 

immigrant populations from among us, we will weigh human authority against our leadings to 

submit to Divine Authority regarding disgraces against the humanity of those in our community. 

As and when the situation calls for action, we will readily provide shelter, cover, aid and 

advocacy for our beleaguered neighbors.  

We earnestly hope that such a preemptive posture as represented by this minute may prove 

unnecessary. Yet behind our hopes and prayers, and even as we operate from a general stance of 

political neutrality, we yet agree to stand ready together to physically assist those persons who 

may seek our help, to facilitate legal assistance as far as possible, to persistently petition 

legislators, to send delegations and speak with key government officials, and/or to publicly 

denounce inhumane government policies which would aim to tear apart immigrant families or 

inappropriately harass harmless people. We hereby state our intent to take these and similar 

peaceful actions as such needs may arise.  

Remembering that we are all flawed and oft-mistaken human beings, we take this stand not from 

a spirit of pride or conflict, but in a soul-searching hope for an American future of harmony, 

peace on earth, and goodwill toward everyone.  

The above statement began circulating in November 2024 and has been signed, endorsed and 

committed to by Fayetteville Friends Meeting along with a growing number of churches of 

several separate denominations in various cities and towns of North Carolina and other states.  

Any related correspondence may be directed to:  

Fayetteville Friends Meeting Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 223 Hillside Ave 

Fayetteville, NC 28301  

We may also be reached via email at NCQuakerPSA@gmail.com. 

 

Spring Clean-Up days, April 12 and 26  found many helpers at work on varied tasks: 
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First Day School 
First Day School committee members are cleaning in preparation for upstairs remodeling as well 

as providing Easter activities for children, including a Quaker Easter story, egg dying and the 

ever popular Easter egg hunt 

 

                                    
     

 

 

 

 


