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March, 2025 Newsletter

Third Haven Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
Ninth Day, Second Month, 2025

Opening silent worship: Clerk Ben Tilghman opened the Meeting with silent worship at 11:37
a.m.

Attending: (hybrid) Jim Altman, Mia Brown-Echerd, Larny Claggett, Lorraine Claggett, Susan
Claggett, Tom Corl, Stephanie French, Marsie Hawkinson, Janet Kemp, Larissa Kitenko, Bill
Lane, Connie Lewis, Steven Meixner, Beth Mufson, Marian Murphy, Cynthia Quast, Dee Rein,
Nancy Robbins, Bill Schauer, John Schreiner, Priscilla Sener, Jonathan Slocum, Dona Sorce,
John Schreiner, Ben Tilghman, Paige Tilghman, John Turner, Barbara Williams, Mary Yancey

Comments on Second Query (Deepening our Faith: Meeting for Business)

W Feelings that inaction with respect to immigrants in particular makes

- AV certain people uncomfortable. What do we as this community, Third

~ Haven, want to do as far as affirmative, constructive, compassionate
_action. How do we address that as a community? There’s a need to do so,

and interest in the community. How could we move forward to address

the issue appropriately?

Start by referring to Testimonies and Concerns was suggested. Members

agreed.

Noted that any committee could take up this concern.

Approval of minutes for January business meeting APPROVED

Clerk’s Desk- Southern Quarterly Meeting is Feb. 23, Lewes, DE- see announcements for
details.


mailto:3rdhaven@gmail.com

All Clerks Meeting- to be held in March on one of last to Saturdays, 9-11 a.m., Clerks who can’t
attend, please send a representative. Agenda will come out ahead and is open to additions.

Planning Committee Update- Tom Corl

We have received a permit, number 24-19869, for our brick meetinghouse (BMH) external
stairway and access ramp, from the Town of Easton (ToE) dated 1.29.25. Thanks to Ron Markey
of Harper Construction and Matt Lane of Lane Engineering, for all their good work in finally
securing this permit. The comments state that “The applicant shall include stormwater
management technologies that reduce the pollutant loading by at least 10% below the level of
pollution on site prior to redeveloped.” Milner, Lane and Harper have assured us that the design
and construction will meet the drainage, runoff and pollution requirements.

We have reviewed bricks for the ramp. The color of the bricks on the side of BMH vary
greatly. Harper will build 2 small samples for review. Final selection will depend on the
availability of the necessary volume. Note that the color of bricks changes significantly over time
due to sun, weather exposure and use.

On 2.5, Tom Corl met briefly with Ron Harper, Bob Lusk, who will be the on-site
manager for Harper on our project, and Tom Diem, the heard of the ToE Building Department.
Diem raised concerns about the safety of the external stairway. The ToE Planner, Building
Department, and Fire Marshall have all signed-off and approved the project design for safety for
permitting. We assured him that the work of Milner on the design met the requirements of the
code and safety. He asked us to check to be sure. Ron followed up with Joshua Kiehl and the
ToE Fire Marshal. We are replacing an unsafe external stairway and not changing uses in an
historic building. We are confident that the design and construction will meet the necessary
safety and building code requirements.

One question was asked about using “old, used” bricks.
Treasurer’s report postponed to March

Membership Recorder’s Report — Janet Kemp and Marsie
Hawkinson
This report includes all changes in 2024, which will be reported to
PYM. Currently the Membership of Third Haven stands at 127
adults and 5 minor members. This includes Max McCall who grew
up as a member and achieved his majority in 2024. The Meeting
gained three new members by transfer: Clinton Pettus, Kathryn
Pettus and Matthew Gray.
The Meeting gained two new members by application — Beverly
Martin and Amy Kimball. Although we lost no members by death in
> 2024, we wish to note the passing of attender, Nancy Stanford.
One question was raised about counting resident vs nonresident members. The topic will be
addressed this year.




I ~ Worship & Ministry: Sharing in the Manner of Friends: Clinton
: Pettus

BACKGROUND
I1. Faith Reflected in Practice and Daily Life!

It is not easy to live faithfully as Friends in today’s world, to remain
true to our heritage and principles while trying to live fully in the
world. But it has always been so.

Friends understand that our lives are nurtured and enriched as we
move into deeper relationships with our Friends meeting
community. The meeting community can help us meet the challenges
that we inevitably face as individuals.

4. Committees of the Meeting

Care for the Quality of Worship and Ministry?. A committee on
worship and ministry nurtures the spiritual life of the meeting and its members attend
meeting for worship regularly. The members of this committee are seasoned in Friends
practice of worship and are good listeners, able “zo hear beyond words.” The
committee nurtures the spiritual gifts of members and attenders, with appreciation for
the diversity of such gifts and also the diversity of prior religious traditions and
experience often represented in a meeting’s membership. It encourages those who
bring depth to vocal ministry and those who are hesitant to speak.

The Worship and Ministry Committee of Third Haven meets monthly, typically on the first
Wednesday of each month. There are eight friends recorded as members of the committee, most
of whom attend meetings for worship regularly. The presiding clerk of our meeting has been
invited to attend meetings of the committee and attended the discussion that has led to this
statement and proposal. If you were to attend one of our meetings you probably would agree that
we are reasonably seasoned, strive to be good listeners, are dedicated to nurturing the spiritual
gifts of members and attenders, and appreciate the diversity within our committee as well as the
diversity of gifts within our meeting.

We have developed a “Guiding Document” for our committee that we hope to share with the
meeting after we agree on a final draft. The process of reviewing and modifying the document
and striving to interact in the best manner of Friends regarding all matters have helped to build a
sense of community among us. At each meeting, we receive reports about activities under our
care, such as “Reading the Gospel,” “Spiritual Journeys,” and the “Dream Group.” Also, our
agenda typically includes a period for reflections on recent meetings for worship. In recent
committee meetings, we have come to the conclusion that members and attenders of our meeting
are struggling, as are many people in our broader communities, our state, our nation, and around
the globe.

PROPOSAL-APPROVED

' Faith and Practice, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. Revised 2017 and
Printed 2018, p.14
2 Faith and Practice, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. Revised 2017 and
Printed 2018, p. 51



With consideration of the national and sociopolitical times in which we are living, the Worship
and Ministry Committee is proposing that a worship-sharing session be held as soon as possible
at Third Haven (perhaps on the 23rd Day, Second Month 2025). There are several things we
want to achieve. Among them are the following:

e Help “...us meet the challenges that we inevitably face as individuals.”

o Ensure that we maintain our core values (or testimonies) and sense of self, regardless
of the surrounding pressures or distractions.

o Focus on caring for one another, being trustworthy, and being considerate in all our
interactions.

o Continue to strive to “answer that of God in everyone.”

e Share our thoughts, feelings, and spiritual insights in a supportive and non-judgmental
environment.

e Encourage everyone to share in the process “...those who bring depth to vocal ministry
and those who are hesitant to speak.”

e Heighten our sense of openness to the perspectives of others so that we will not close off
opportunities for personal learning and development or hamper our relating to one
another across perceived differences in the manner of Friends.

e Emphasize the conviction that peace (internally and externally focused) can best be
attained by striving to trust in love rather than by reacting to fear.

e Continue to build community and deepen our spiritual connection as a meeting.

WORSHIP SHARING

Reflecting - allow everyone to center themselves and become fully present.

Sharing - sharing what's in our hearts and on our minds with only one person speaking at

a time and pausing between speakers to allow messages to be absorbed. Also, it is the

sharing of time and space by not speaking a second time unless we are certain that

everyone else has had ample opportunity to speak at least once.

3. Listening — actively attending to others without interrupting or directly responding to
what they share.

4. Respecting - upholding the confidentiality and individuality of each person's sharing and
focusing on creating a safe space for honest and open expression.

5. Closing — ending with a period of silence to reflect on what was said and experienced.

QUERIES

e What spiritual lessons have I learned from the current sociopolitical environment?
e To what extent have I treated lessons learned as opportunities for growth on a personal
level and as a member of a worship community?

Also, only speak once until everyone has had a chance to speak.
Comments: This proposal speaks to earlier comment.
Per conflict with Southern Quarter meeting on same day, this is more important, representation
can share what we are doing with Southern Quarter.
Could worship sharing be recorded? Recording is not considered to support focused speakers and
free expression.
Options were discussed about Southern Quarter time and Zoom participation. Recording
Southern Quarter would be easier.
Christy Duncan Tessmer from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting will be attending Southern Quarter.

N —



APPROVED Worship Sharing will be held on February 23'.

New Business

Don Simon request for membership Bill Schauer Clearness process was followed. Clearness
committee reported back recommending his membership. APPROVED. Welcoming Committee:
Mary Yancey, clerk, Paige Tilghman, Barbara Williams.

Announcement: see announcements for Conversations on Race events
speaking to diversity and racism in our community.

Closing Silent Worship 12:12 p.m.
D. Rein, Recording Clerk

First Day School

“Viewing people as seekers is an integral component of Quakerism. Our children are fellow
participants in that search.”

Harriet Heath, 1994 from Faith and Practice p. 203

We are leaving our “snow days” behind and looking toward March and Spring activities. This
Sunday will be a Quaker Faith and Play story entitled “Listening for God.” On March 9, Miss
Cherie returns to continue her life lessons learned through nature.

We continue to use these books with our First Day School children.
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Our theme this month is “Earth Care.” One of our Quaker testimonies is Stewardship which
includes being good stewards of our home and environment. We hope to visit our local gardens



and composting sites and begin to cultivate our own gardens on the Third Haven grounds. I’'m
sure the kids are ready for some outdoor play!!

Upcoming event is March 30 when we will host a Spring potluck luncheon for the Meeting. |
hope you all will plan to attend- children too for eating and fellowship.

April brings rain showers but also Earth Day and Easter - FDS is planning some special events
around these celebrations- stay tuned.

The members of our First Day School committee are Lisa Kluepfel, Katie Claggett, Melissa
Grant, Sarah Claggett and Kulveen Virdee. These folks, along with teacher Cherie Baron are
instrumental in helping create a dynamic and spiritual learning environment for our children.
Please talk with them if you have ideas or want to be part of our children’s program.

We hope to see our families very soon at Third Haven. Sincerely, Susan Claggett, Clerk FDS

Summer Mindfulness camp is July 7-10, 2025. We are looking for some friendly presence
during part of the week and volunteers to be a contact person for the Meeting.
If interested, please see Susan Claggett, FDS Clerk

Worship Sharing Clinton Pettus

In worship sharing we are encouraged “to listen to one another in humility and understanding,
trusting in the Spirit that goes beyond our human effort and comprehension.” Recently, Third
Haven Friends engaged in worship sharing to respond to two queries as follows:

e What spiritual lessons have I learned from the current sociopolitical environment?
e To what extent have I treated lessons learned as opportunities for growth on a personal
level and as a member of a worship community?

A summary of the responses to the queries are below:

Whatever you are thinking or feeling, there is someone
experiencing similar thoughts and feelings.

Prioritize your physical health and take time to explore or
enhance your creative abilities.

Be a force for good. Show compassion for those in need and do
all we can to ensure their needs are met.

Connect at a deeper | Love fiercely with vulnerability and the possibility of pain.

You are not alone

Care for yourself

Care for others

level Show respect for one another, as it unites us.

Learn from First- Pray to nature, pray to our ancestors, and pray to the Spirit.
Nation Peoples Pray to live in peace.

Have faith in the Trust that the Spirit has a plan and listen “in silence” to know

Spirit and understand your place in that plan.




Care Basket Contributions for Neighborhood

o Mo l Service Center

- Friends are reminded that the Neighborhood Service

— Center is soliciting nonperishable foodstuffs to help

| those in our community who are in need. Please bring
~ food to Third Haven on First Day and place your
~donation in the Care Basket. John Hawkinson repeatedly
- asked for us to please bring food to Third Haven on First
Day and place your donation in the Care Basket, a nice donation in his memory.

The Neighborhood Service Center, Inc. is a non-profit Community Action Agency that provides
services and assistance to low-income families and elderly residents in Talbot County, Maryland.
The Neighborhood Service Center, Inc. works toward eliminating poverty by empowering
families to be self-sufficient. John Schreiner delivers our contributions to the Neighborhood
Service Center for us. If you’d like to know more about the Neighborhood Service Center and its
varied programs, follow this link:

https://nsctalbotmd.org/

Lawsuit News Nancy Robbins writes:

“Our lawsuit got a mention on one of the most important legal podcasts in the country; very
exciting! Trumps biggest plan blocked by federal judge youtube video.”

https://youtu.be/L Dgaej9QauuU

Speak Up

Friends with thoughts about current events in our country may wish to empower themselves and
communicate with our congressional representatives by speaking up. Links provided below.
Senator Chris Van Hollen DC 202-224-4654, Montgomery office 301-545-1500
https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/contact/email

Senator Angela Alsobrooks DC 202-224-4524
https://www.alsobrooks.senate.gov/share-your-opinion/

Congressman Andy Harris DC 202-225-0254, Salisbury 443-944-8624, BelAir 410-588-
5670

https://harris.house.gov/contact

Announcements

Our newsletter circulates during the first week of each month to enable readers to review the
minutes of the most recent meeting for worship with attention to business. Additional articles of
interest to the Third Haven community are always welcome.

Announcements with calendar events circulate Monday and Friday each week. Please submit
ready to post announcements by the preceding day.

Full list of announcements may be found at http://www.thirdhaven.org/announcements.php
Calendar of Activities http://www.thirdhaven.org/calendar.php
Online directory http://www.thirdhaven.org/members/dir.php
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Weekly Thursdays PEACE Vigil — Come join us Thursdays in front of the Talbot County
Courthouse at 5PM. Third Haven sponsors this vigil and we welcome more participation from
the community. Come and go whenever you like. Peace is our testimony all the time.

Weekly Fridays Zoom Happier Hour 7 PM

Zoom happier hour conversation is scheduled on Fridays at 7:00 pm. Typically, about 5-6
people use the hour to reconnect, share news and again, offer fellowship. Please consider
joining our group.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Weekly News and Events
Get news from PYM and keep up with interesting events.
Subscribe by adding your name and email address.

Quaker Earthcare Witness We hope you enjoy our latest issue. You can download the
PDF version or browse the online version.



https://go.pym.org/e/791983/l-791983-2019-08-27-gmg/7m6fk/804819988?h=eJJF130nwJkquXeiq_iWr20L16hiPqMoNg7O4S_Lrh8
https://secure.quakerearthcare.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7232&qid=588364
https://secure.quakerearthcare.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7232&qid=588364
https://secure.quakerearthcare.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7233&qid=588364

